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Assam is now becoming a ground of atrocity on wildlife. Frequently different type of evil and un-ethical 

act of human being is reported in media, which are happening in different parts of the state. But this is 

not happened in overnight. It was a prolonged process through which it is overt now.  It is an alarming 

sign of persistence of prolong conflict between the so called development and the conservation of 

environment in the state. The increasing population pressure is the major drivers of this situation. 

Outcome of population pressure leads to activities like extension of agricultural and settlement area, 

increasing rate of deforestation and degradation forest areas, etc, which posses threats to regions 

wildlife and biodiversity.  Moreover, we are living in a global biodiversity hotspot where globally rare, 

threatened and endangered species are found not only in the defined forest area or protected area but 

also in our homestead or in our village/town area too.   Therefore, it requires different approaches of 

management and conservation, policing approach may not be ideal. It requires an integrated approach 

with more emphasis on developing public understanding on protection and conservation through 

awareness and imparting knowledge on conservation issues along with their active participation in 

conservation and protection activities.  In the absence of an appropriate approach for public 

participation in biodiversity conservation and wildlife protection along with a quick response and 

advisory system, a negative perception are developing on protection and conservation among larger 

section of common.  Such perceptional differences reduce people’s tolerances and different violent 

behaviors are coming up against wildlife in specific and bio-diversity in general. If it is continued in this 

way, it may convert the region in to a wildlife graveyard.   

To mitigate the overt situation and along with creating path for managing and developing   biodiversity 

of the state,  some short term measures must be adopted  along with some sets of  long term initiatives.  

As a general observer of the situation and also as a citizen of the state following are the some points 

placed here for review and appropriate measures.  

A. Short term measures 

1. Quick response and advice /support system to the people: 

In the context man and animal conflict, if we review the situation, usually every common 

man is becoming puzzled or get afraid when face wild animal. If it is a big cat or Elephant the 

situation is becoming more traumatic. In such situation, what to do is not clear to the 

people, they don’t know whom to be approached, where to approach or how to approach. 

So, a self protection system usually converted to atrocity to wildlife. Therefore, an essential 

need of the time is to developing a mechanism of quick response and support system to the 

public facing wildlife related issues. Creating a toll free phone number for twenty-four hours 

service of advice and response may effectively support people and stop such activities. It 

must be designed such way, if someone calls from some places, he /she must be advised 

what to do at that situation and at the same time the received information of incidence 

must be intimated to the respective authority of the area for follow –up.  It may not be a 



technologically difficult task, to run the system. It requires only trained man power, for 

which an expert team can be developed initially who will train a large team of volunteer to 

support the system in long run.  

2. Legal steps against the  persons who violate  the rule : 

In last few days there are many photographs and news published in news paper and VDO 

footage telecast in different news channel about human atrocities on wildlife. It is urgent to 

take up legal steps in these cases through proper inquiry on the basis of such documents. 

The culprit must be punished who violate the law. Otherwise it may not be considered as a 

crime by the people.    

3. Creating network with police : 

In local level when a large crowded and unruly situation developed, it may not be possible 

to handle the situation by forest personal alone. Moreover, if police at local level of out-post 

or PS is aware about the legal provision in the case of wildlife and biodiversity they may also 

take up many control measures as and when necessary. Therefore, imparting knowledge 

and information to the police persons, particularly to the front line staff is important one.  

4. Initiatives for developing people’s understanding : 

In the present day context, developing public understanding on protection and conservation 

of wildlife and bio-diversity is an important issue. Even though there are some initiatives, 

these are very much sporadic and ritualistic in nature. There is a need of continuous 

processes of sensitization, awareness and education followed by public communication 

system in this particular aspect with an umbrella approach of ‘Education for Sustainable 

Development’ (ESD).  For such purpose focuses must be given on use of local languages 

(spoken language) in communication, along with development of communication material 

including guideline for managing wildlife related problems in the human habitat areas.  It 

may be circulated through all the print and electronic media along with face to face 

communication. Some initiatives for developing community radio network for such issues 

can also be possible.  

5. Effective measures for compensation: 

In many cases there are national mandate and guide line for compensation to the victim in 

case of crop lost, domesticated animal lost, damage or lost of human life and property. But 

provision and approaches to get such compensation is not well known to common people. 

Therefore, such information may be transferred to public through mass media in an 

understandable way.   In many cases, the procedures involved in cases are not hassle free.   

Needs more time too.  Such procedures can be reviewed and simplify. Single window service 

system can be adopted.  

 



B. Long term measures : 

6. Community initiated plantation programme  

Plantation in the degraded forest area and in the area under common property regime is an 

important task. The fruits of such work will be yielding slowly but remain persistently. Only 

Plantation of Sapling without proper care may not work. Majority of the plantation 

programme failed here. Therefore, people’s participation and initiatives is required in this 

area. Different village level institution can be approached.  We can also think about 

plantation volunteer who will be trained on nursery techniques and plantation 

management. It may be introduce as education and training programme, with provision of 

certificate and stipend for the training period. It can be made mandatory that all the 

practical exercise of plantation and management should be carried out in degraded forest 

areas or in village level CPR only, so that throughout the process green coverage in the 

degraded forest /CPR can be developed.     

7. Location specific study and development of spatial data base for management : 

To prepare a long term management and intervention plan, a series of studies have to be 

undertaken in the areas from where wildlife related problems are frequently reported. It is 

necessary to design such study on the principle of participatory approach where local 

people will get opportunity to participate in all phases of field observation, documentation, 

analysis and decision making.  Such approaches will empower the local masses and mobilize 

their active participation in follow-up activities of the study. It is better to develop spatial 

data base and management approach on the basis of such studies. It must focus on 

developing a Participatory approach of management for such areas.  

8. Special developmental programme for forest fringe areas : 

Forest fringe villages are located in isolation from normal road and transportation network, 

as well as from the different important basic facilities. As a result of which most of the forest 

fringe villages are suffering from different facilities and services of development and at the 

same time they face different disturbances due to movement of wild animal. There are 

threats of location specific environment induced health related disorders and threats to 

agricultural field, domesticated animal and even to their own life. On the other hand 

protection and conservation of wild life and biodiversity is impossible without conservation 

and protection of forest. To do that support of the people of these fringe villages are very 

much essential.   But no one can come forward for such initiatives without assured situation 

of livelihood security. Therefore, forest fringe villages can be identified as special category of 

village for development agenda. Reviewing limitation of the programme like JFM or Eco-

development programme it is essential to develop some new state government initiated 

developmental programme for such area, with focuses on developing infrastructure and 

plan for livelihood security through generation of employment/self employment. In so doing 

care must be taken to harness the locally available natural resources with approaches like 



agro-forestry, sericulture, ape-culture etc with chain of value addition unit at cottage or 

cluster level. At the same time precaution must be taken in such way so that, it never 

disturbs the nearest wilderness.  To develop sustainability of such initiatives it must be 

designed on participatory approaches of planning, implementation and management, where 

priorities must be given on participation of community. There are many community 

managed success story within state or in the North –Eastern Region, like Forest protection 

and village water supply management in Mulongkisir village of Chingthong Development 

Block of Karbi-Anglong, Wildlife conservation and ecotourism in Silbagiri and Romba Giri of 

East Garo Hills district of Meghalaya. Such example can be followed with customization in 

local conditions. Moreover, opportunity can be explored in the programme like National 

Rural Livelihood Mission (NRLM).  

9. State Land use policy: In view of the contemporary trend of land use, there is a need of a 

framework of guideline for land use from the perspectives of long term sustainability of the 

natural resources and human wellbeing in the state. Therefore it is high time take initiatives 

to develop a Land use policy of Assam. Such initiation must open the path for consultative 

process of larger masses in framing guidelines.   

Aforesaid are the some of the way placed here for review and opinion of the larger masses 

and particularly experts of the specific areas of forest and wildlife to develop a public 

opinion and proper suggestion/advice to state government for pragmatic initiatives and 

action. It is noteworthy , that all the mentioned approaches is possible when their will be a 

collaborative efforts of government departments with Voluntary organizations, NGO’s  and 

Civil Society Organizations, academic and research institutions of the state with prime 

priority for mobilizing people’s participation in assessment, study, analysis, decision making, 

implementation and monitoring. It is high time, that everyone should come forward for 

preserving and managing ecological security of the state. ■■ 
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